
 

 

 
The AAVSO Program: A Resource for Variable Star Research 

 
Stella Kafka  

American Association of Variable Star Observers 
 

Host: Arlo Landolt 
 

3:30 PM Thursday, September 14 
109 Nicholson Hall 

 
• Refreshments served at 3:10 PM in 232 (Library) Nicholson Hall • 

 

The AAVSO was formed in 1911 as a group of US-based amateur observers obtaining data in 

support of professional astronomy projects. Now, it has evolved into an International 

Organization with members and observers from both the professional and non-professional 

astronomical community, contributing photometry to a public photometric database of about 

22,000 variable objects, and using it for research projects. As such, the AAVSO’s main claim to 

fame is that it successfully engages backyard Astronomers, educators, students and professional 

astronomers in astronomical research. I will present the main aspects of the association and how 

it has evolved with time to become a premium resource for variable star researchers. I will also 

discuss the various means that the AAVSO is using to support cutting-edge variable star 

science, and how it engages its members in projects building a stronger international 

astronomical community. 

 

 

 

Weekly Calendar & News 

Sept. 11-16, 2017     

 
 Departmental Colloquium 
 
 

http://www.lsu.edu/physics/colloquia-seminars/Kafka_colloquium.php
https://www.aavso.org/aavso-officers-and-council-stella-kafka


 
 

• CGTN America: Dr. Gabriela Gonzalez: Scientist of the Future 

• Newsweek magazine: "Solving the Mystery of KIC 8462852—the Most Bizarre Star in 

the Universe" 

• LaCNS Seminar: “Photon Management in NIR and SSM Dye-Sensitized Solar Cells” by 

Prof. Jared Delcamp from Dept. of Chemistry & Biochemistry, Univ. of Mississippi 

o Where: Williams (Virginia Rice) Hall - Room 215 

o When: September 12, Tuesday, 12:00 PM 

• Physics Department Block Party 

o Where: The second-floor of Nicholson hall around the library 

o When: September 12, Tuesday, 3:00 PM - 6:00 PM 

• Saturday Science: "Systems Thinking and Ecosystem Design: Applications to Restoring 

Coastal Louisiana" by Dr. Robert R. Twilley from School of the Coast & Environment 

o Where: Nicholson Hall – Room 130 

o When: September 16, Saturday, 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM 
 

 

Events 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCj7wKsOBhRD9Jy4yahkMRMw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=279SBFUElVA
http://www.newsweek.com/alien-megastructure-kic-8462852-solving-mystery-tabetha-boyajian-661182?utm_campaign=NewsweekTwitter&utm_source=Twitter&utm_medium=Social
http://www.newsweek.com/alien-megastructure-kic-8462852-solving-mystery-tabetha-boyajian-661182?utm_campaign=NewsweekTwitter&utm_source=Twitter&utm_medium=Social
http://calendar.apps.lsu.edu/cal/event/eventView.do?subid=&calPath=%2Fpublic%2Fcals%2FMainCal&guid=CAL-02a786e6-5cdc018b-015d-75e62d36-00003d05bedework%40lsu.edu&recurrenceId=
http://calendar.apps.lsu.edu/cal/event/eventView.do?subid=&calPath=%2Fpublic%2Fcals%2FMainCal&guid=CAL-02a786e6-5cdc018b-015d-75e62d36-00003d05bedework%40lsu.edu&recurrenceId=
http://calendar.apps.lsu.edu/cal/event/eventView.do?subid=&calPath=%2Fpublic%2Fcals%2FMainCal&guid=CAL-02a786e6-5cdc018b-015d-75e62d36-00003d05bedework%40lsu.edu&recurrenceId=
http://calendar.apps.lsu.edu/cal/event/eventView.do?subid=&calPath=%2Fpublic%2Fcals%2FMainCal&guid=CAL-02a786e6-5e1670d5-015e-3ef3c342-00007414bedework%40lsu.edu&recurrenceId=
http://calendar.apps.lsu.edu/cal/event/eventView.do?subid=&calPath=%2Fpublic%2Fcals%2FMainCal&guid=CAL-02a786e6-5e1670d5-015e-58822d40-00000421bedework%40lsu.edu&recurrenceId=
http://calendar.apps.lsu.edu/cal/event/eventView.do?subid=&calPath=%2Fpublic%2Fcals%2FMainCal&guid=CAL-02a786e6-5e1670d5-015e-58822d40-00000421bedework%40lsu.edu&recurrenceId=
http://calendar.apps.lsu.edu/cal/event/eventView.do?subid=&calPath=%2Fpublic%2Fcals%2FMainCal&guid=CAL-02a786e6-5e1670d5-015e-58822d40-00000421bedework%40lsu.edu&recurrenceId=
http://www.lsu.edu/physics/news/index.php


 



 


